Application No. 1 0/682 1 87 3 

Amendment dated January 19, 2005 

After Final Office Action of October 19, 2005 



Docket No.: SI 022.8 1052US00 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application with the following 
list of claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A device for controlling a photosensitive cell comprising a 
photodiode adapted to discharging into a read node via a MOS transfer transistor, said device being 
adapted to providing a signal for controlling the gate of the MOS transfer transistor to a first level 
for which the MOS transfer transistor is off or to a second level for which the MOS transfer 
transistor is on, and comprising means for providing a [[transition]] control signal having a 
predefined average slope for a duration of a transition of the control signal between the second level 
and the first level , and the means further comprises: 

a MOS transistor of a first conductivity type connected to a voltage source at the second 
level and to a control line, said control line being connected to the gate of the transfer MOS 
transistor: and 

a MOS transistor of a second conductivity type connected to said control line and to a 
terminal of a constant current source, the other terminal of said constant current source being 
connected to a voltage source at the first level 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) The device of claim [[2]] i, further comprising a constant 
current source arranged between the transistor of the first conductivity type and the voltage source 
at the second level. 

4. (Currently amended) The device of claim [[2]] i, wherein the gates of the transistors 
of the first and second conductivity types receive a binary signal. 

5. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the control signal is simultaneously 
provided to the gates of the transfer transistors of several photosensitive cells. 



976742.1 



Application No. 10/682187 4 DocketNo.: S1022.81052US00 

Amendment dated January 19, 2005 

After Final OflBce Action of October 19, 2005 

6. (Currently amended) A method for controlling a photosensitive cell, comprising a 
photodiode adapted to discharging into a read node via a MOS transfer transistor, comprising 
providing to the gate of the MOS transfer transistor a control signal at a first level to turn off said 
transfer transistor or at a second level to tum on said transfer transistor, and comprising providing j 
upon transition of th e control signal from th e s e cond lev e l to th e first l e v e l, a control signal 
transition [[of]] having a predefined average slope for a duration of the control signal transition 
between the second level and the first level, v^herein the control signal transition has an 
intermediarv stage with a zero slope between the second level and the first level . 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the control signal transition 
comprises a portion that has a is a signal of non-zero finite slope between the second level and the 
first level. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the duration of said transition of the 
control signal from the second level to the first level is greater than 50 ns. 

10. (Currently amended) A control circuit for a circuit comprising a photosensitive 
component, the control circuit comprising: 

a first switch having a control terminal; [[and]] 

a circuit that provides a signal to the control terminal, the signal having a controlled 

transition from a first voltage level to a second voltage level; [[.]] 

a first MOS transistor of a first conductivity type coupled to the control terminal: and 

a second MOS transistor of a second conductivity type coupled to the control terminal and to 

a first terminal of a constant current source, a second terminal of the constant current source being 

coupled to a voltage source that provides the first voltage level. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The control circuit of claim 10, further comprising at least 
one current source. 
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12. (Previously Presented) The control circuit of claim 10, wherein the controlled 
transition from the first voltage level to the second voltage level is substantially linear. 

13. (Previously Presented) The control circuit of claim 1 0, wherein a duration of the 
controlled transition from the first voltage level to the second voltage level is greater than 50 ns. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 10, wherein the signal is simultaneously 
provided to several photosensitive cells. 

16. (Currently amended) A method of controlling a circuit that comprises a 
photosensitive component and a switch, the method comprising: 

providing, to a control terminal of the switch, a signal having a first voltage level; 
providing, to the control terminal of the switch, a signal having a second voltage level; and 
providing, to the control terminal of the sv^tch, a signal having a transition from the first 

voltage level to the second voltage level, a duration of the transition being controlle d, wherein the 

transition is controlled according to a determined law . 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the duration is controlled to 
be greater than 50 ns. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16, wherein the transition is controlled 
such that the signal has an intermediate stage of zero slope during the transition. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16, wherein the signal has a non-zero 
finite slope during the transition. 
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